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A Qualitative Study of Perceptions of the Residents of Sidon, Lebanon
Regarding the Economic Effect on Sidon With Reference to Repatriation of
the Palestinian Refugees
Raja El Majzoub1 and Karen Howells2
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Abstract
From 1948 onwards, hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refugees settled in Lebanon, in both
United Nations camps and private accommodation. Until today, various peace initiatives have
taken place to solve this humanitarian crisis, to no avail. The Palestinians in Sidon have integrated
into Lebanese society, become intertwined into the community, as both entrepreneurs and
employees. Considering the "right of return" for Palestinian refugees, the consequences of the
repatriation of the refugees needs to be considered. In this context, this research aims to understand
the perceptions of the residents of Sidon on what they believe will happen to the economy of Sidon
were the Palestinian refugees to leave, as well as their thoughts on what would happen to
investment in Sidon, and what would happen to Palestinian owned properties in Sidon. The
researcher interviewed 25 residents of Sidon, using stratified sampling and snowball sampling to
find members of all aspects of Sidon society, in particular Lebanese, Palestinian refugees from
1948 and Palestinian refugees from 1967, using open ended questions. The data from the
interviews was entered to a database and analysed thematically. Analysis of the data revealed that
most of the respondents were very positive about the current contribution to the Sidon economy
by Palestinian refugees. It is interesting to note that most of the respondents also believed that
repatriation of the Palestinian refugees in Sidon would bring economical devastation to Sidon.
Keywords: Palestinian refugees, Lebanon, Sidon, economy, economic contribution
Recommended Citation: El Majzoub, R., & Howells, K. (2021). A qualitative study of
perceptions of the residents of Sidon, Lebanon regarding the economic effect on Sidon with
reference to repatriation of the Palestinian refugees. In C. Cobanoglu, & V. Della Corte (Eds.),
Advances in global services and retail management (pp. 1–11). USF M3 Publishing.
https://www.doi.org/10.5038/9781955833035
Introduction
The catastrophe or what happened to the Palestinians through history and their identity, which
assumes the form of an extreme tragedy (Said, 1979). The hardest experience is to be a Palestinian
refugee in Lebanon or to be born as a refugee in Lebanon compared to Jordan or Syria (Doraï,
2006). Part of Lebanon citizens always mention that the Palestinians are “guests” and one day they
are going back to their homeland or leaving, as if there is no way to be citizen (Doraï, 2006). In
the reality of the refugees, the Palestinian refugees won’t stay in Lebanon, they believe “right of
return” homeland is after their believe in God, even they never think about the nationality or they
think to move to improve their economical situations, because they suffered a lot from the
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discrimination rules of the Lebanese law and policy. The Palestinian are always trying their best
to improve their daily life, for example, seeking education, work, and trade (Doraï, 2006).
The city of Sidon is the third largest in Lebanon (Sawe, 2018). There is very little research until
now on Sidon, and the effect of the Palestinian refugees and their effects of on the Sidon economy.
This researcher has chosen to undertake this particular research topic on the Perceptions of the
residents of Sidon, regarding the economic effect on the city, if there were repatriation of the
Palestinian refugees. The researcher hopes to find answers of six questions that in a result will
increase the awareness in the Lebanese society about the importance on the Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon. The researcher hopes to develop the following research objectives in Sidon, Lebanon:
•
•
•

To explore the different attitudes and experiences of the both Palestinian refugees and the
Lebanese;
To explore the awareness about the important of the foundation of these refugees in
Sidon.
To determine that the importance of these two camps in the city of Sidon.

The History and Background
One night, in May 1948, the Palestinians found war at their doors, ready to knock down their doors.
They had two chances, to die (being killed by the Zionist groups) or to leave to anywhere without
taking anything. They left their houses, belongings and lands, after they were forced to leave,
waiting for the Arabic Salvation Army to return back what they lost, but unfortunately they are
still waiting; and they remain as (Al Jazeera, 2017; Nofal et al., 1998, 5-38). The Palestinian
refugees have the right to return one day (Ehrenfeld, 2012).
The Palestinian Refugees Socio-Economic Structure
The Past Social Structure
Civilian (urban), Rural (farmers), and Bedouins: Also known as nomads. (El-Najjar, 2007;
Suleiman, 1999).
Social Structure of the Palestinian Refugees in the Lebanon
Lebanon hosts 12 Palestinian camps, separated on different locations from the North to the South
of Lebanon. 450,000 refugees are living in the country of the Lebanon inside a Palestinian
refugee’s camp and some of them are outside the camps (El-Najjar, 2007; UNWRA, 2019). Today
there are only twelve Palestinian camps in the Lebanon, placed in different locations in the
Lebanon (UNRWA, 2019c).
•
•
•
•

South: El Buss, Burj el-Shemali, Rashidieh, Ein El Hilweh, and MiehMieh.
North: Beddawi, and Nahr al-Bared.
Beirut: Dbayeh, Mar Elias, Bourj el-Barajneh and Shatila
Baalbeck: Wavel
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We can deduced that some of the Palestinians stayed in the Lebanese cities, rent or bought a house
and put their kids in a private schools and American university of Beirut approve that during the
catastrophe the demand of the Palestinian students increased to continue their studies at their
university. That mean these refugees were rich, wealthy and from a good background. They got
opportunities to work in the field of management offices with the UNRWA and some of the
Palestinians got the opportunity to work in private Lebanese sectors. Some of the Palestinians were
wealthy enough to continue their business that they start it in the Palestine and they opened their
own business. The Palestinian entrepreneur was so strong after the 1948 in Lebanon. It improved
the Lebanese economy in the positive way (El-Najjar, 2007).
If we take a historical look at Lebanon during the 1950s and 1960s decades, Lebanon was known
as the Switzerland of the Middle East (Moubayed, 2007). The Diaspora of the Palestinian helped
Lebanon to develop it is sectors, mostly in the finance sector with investments. The Palestinian
laborers were special, because they worked under difficult circumstances, and even they were
forced to leave their lands, they kept their spirit and work ethic (El-Najjar, 2007; Chaaban, et al.,
2010). The Palestinian focus was on construction in the cities of Beirut and Sidon. By going back
to the history of the Levant, we see that Sidon city was a part of Akko (Akka )ﻋﻜﺎ, tend from this,
there was much focus on constructions in Lebanon and mostly Sidon (El-Najjar, 2007; Chaaban
et al., 2010). The actual number of Palestinian refugees in Sidon is not clear. The economic activity
of the Palestinian refugees at this time can be divided into three categories: Inside the camps,
Outside the camps, Inside Sidon and the camps.
Inside the Camps
The UNRWA helped them to continue what they are holding in their hands, their dreams and their
potential of working by doing soap, crafts, and working in the lands as agriculture skilled workers.
These make the camp to build it owns economy from a simple handmade job. (El-Najjar, 2007).
Outside the Camps
In the field of construction and investment, the Palestinian labor force was strong enough to
approve for the Lebanon as a guests they can build up the country (El-Asaad, 2018). The Lebanon
income used to be strong because of the field of agriculture. The Palestinians rural at the same
time they were more than the half of the refugees that refuged to the Lebanon. The Palestinian are
updated in this field, they know the modern western side in the field of farming and planting. The
Lebanese economy experienced a big development because of the agriculture sector after the 1948
(El-Najjar, 2007). After this movement the Lebanese government made a new law at the beginning
of the 1960s to make it hard for the Palestinian refugees to work in many fields. It mention as a
Palestinian refugees are foreigners and they need a work permit. Without this work permit the
Palestinian used to work in lower than the minimum wages, this make the private sectors to used
their Palestinian labors with this new law. This law moves the mentality of the Palestinians from
working for the Lebanese to start trading and (all kind of free job) (Said, 2001; El-Najjar, 2007)
Inside Sidon and the Camps
Sidon is the third biggest city in the republic of Lebanon. It is one of the oldest cities in the world.
It is located in the southern part of the Lebanon with population 163,554 (Sawe, 2018). There is a
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checkpoint by the Lebanese government on the entrance of the camps to check the Id’s under a
control of movement into the entrance and out of the camps (Samaha, 2015). Lebanese Palestinian
Dialogue Committee, Central Administration of statistics, Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
(2017). The region of Sidon hosting 35.8% Palestinian Refugees, but the study included only the
individuals are staying in Lebanon.
Statistics Gap Between the Lebanese Government and UNRWA
There is a big difference between the statistics of UNRWA and the Lebanese government. By the
reference of UNRWA it showed 450,000 Palestinian refugees in Lebanon while the Lebanese
statistics showed 174,422. As stated above, the Lebanese Statistics Committee showed that 35.8%
of the Palestinian refugees are living in the city of Sidon. The differences between the UNRWA
statistic and the Lebanese government statistic it is around triple in number. The researcher,
henceforth, will refer to the UNRWA statistics, and not to the Lebanese government statistics. The
results of this study, from the perception of the people in Sidon, resulted in population statistics
more close to the UNRWA statistic. Some 450,000 refugees are registered with UNRWA in
Lebanon, with many living in the country’s 12 refugee camps (UNRWA, 2019).
Ein El Hilweh Camp
(UNRWA) Ein El Hilweh camp was established in 1948 based in Sidon by the (Red Cross) to
accommodate the refugees from different villages mostly from (Amqa, Saffourieh, Shaab, Taitaba,
Manshieh, al-Simireh, al-Nahr, al-Sofsaf, Hitten, Ras al-Ahmar, al-Tiereh and Tarshiha in northern
Palestine.) The Ein El Hilweh Camp is the biggest camp in Lebanon both in population and area
size. During the Lebanese war the camp was destroyed by the violence between 1982 and 1991.
An estimated 80,000 or more than 100,000 people reside in and around the camp, in an area of 1.5
square km (UNRWA, 2019a; Samaha, 2015).
Mieh Mieh Camp
The Mieh Mieh camp, 4km east of Sidon, was established in 1954 (UNRWA, 2019). Refugees in
Mieh Mieh generally came from Saffourieh, Tiereh, Haifa and Miron in Palestine (UNRWA,
2019b). The socio-economic situation is very difficult for the refugees inside it. They are working
in the field of construction but as casual labourers. There are an estimated 5,250 registered refugees
in this camp (UNRWA, 2019).
Interesting Economic Facts About Palestinian Refugees
In the background and history above we have recorded the absolute plight of the Palestinian
refugees, how they were driven from their own lands into neighbouring countries, and how they
still suffer until today. However, not all the Palestinians living in the Lebanon had this traumatic
experience. There were a small number of elite and extremely wealthy Palestinians who managed
to move their wealth from Palestine to the Lebanon. There are also a large number of Palestinians
in the diaspora who send billions of dollars to Lebanon each year.
A PHRO study from 2007 states that in the early days of the exodus from Palestine, the Palestinian
moved 195,000,000 Lebanese pounds, which in the early 1950s was worth more than three times
the annual budget of the Lebanese state (El-Najjar, 2007). A recent newspaper article highlights
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the vast amount of money that enters the country from Palestinians in the diaspora, especially from
UAE and other Middle Eastern Countries.
"Many of you cannot imagine the size of the role played by the Palestinians, even in today's
economy in the Lebanon, even if it is not published. The Palestinians in Lebanon, if I am not
mistaken, are witnesses to a scandal. This is the truth. Do you know that the Palestinians of
Lebanon in the United Arab Emirates transferred annually to Lebanon, according to the Gulf
newspaper, $ 368 million, and do you know that the graduates of the American University in
Lebanon are Palestinians, equal or more than the Lebanese" (Salman, 2017) This has been
mentioned in order to understand how the Palestinians in Lebanon could afford to invest in
construction, private and commercial property.
Methods
This study aims to contribute to this under-researched area, by using a qualitative research
methodology, based on an interpretative research design, also known as constructivism. An
interpretative research design is a logical approach for a situation that is socially constructed
(Wahyuni, 2012). The purpose of this study is to investigate the research questions. What will
happen to the Sidon economy, investment and business partnerships, Palestinian properties, shops
around the camps if the Palestinian refugees went home? Are Palestinians burden or contributed
towards the economy in Sidon and what the Sidon people will miss if there are no Palestinians
camps in Sidon? With a larger than usual sample size, this research aimed to amply cover issues
of bias, reliability in the data, and questions of authenticity Silverman (2006).
The methodology used a stratified sample, in that it attempted to include someone from all of the
important groups within Sidon society. We referred to three distinct groups in Sidon society.
Lebanese, Palestinian refugees settled in Sidon in 1948 and 1967. Also, within these 3 groups, it
was planned to interview both young people and older people, and of different genders. It was also
planned to interview people of different social status. The sample size was 25 interviews. In
undertaking this study the researcher chose to interview individuals aged between 20 to 80 years
of age, again to show the opinions of original refugees as well as their descendants. Participants
were sought through snowball random contacts of the researcher. Initially thirty participants were
recruited to be interviewed. The questions were mainly open ended questions with a small number
of closed questions relating to the demographics of the participant, information such as age,
employment and so on. There are no agreed rules on how to analyse qualitative data. Once the data
was recorded and noted, it was then analysed, interpreted and verified (Ritche & Lewis, 2006).
Results
In the research study, twenty five interviewees were selected by the snowball sampling technique.
Through this technique, in terms of gender, seven (28%) women and eighteen (72%) men were
interviewed. Two of the interviewees (8%) were women who are Palestinian refugees since 1948.
Six of the interviewees (24%) were men who are Palestinian refugees since 1948. Two of the
interviewees (8%) were men who are Palestinian refugees since 1967. Nine of the interviewees
(36%) are men who are Lebanese, and have always lived in Sidon. One (4%) of the men is
Lebanese, originally from Beirut. Five of the interviewees (20%) are women who are Lebanese
originally from Sidon. At the interview step, the demographics of the interviewees, the job, gender
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and age of the interviewee were noted in the research diary, by asking the interviewees politely
before the interview. Along with demographic data, the researcher also noted interview date, time,
place, and language of the interview. The demographics are shown in the figures below. Figure 1:
Age Distribution of Interviewees, below, shows the actual age distribution of the interview
participants.
Figure 1: Age Distribution of Interviewees

The interviews were open ended questions to a small sample of Sidon residents. It covered the
topics such as partnership, properties, the jobs around the camp, if the Palestinians are contributors
or a burden on Sidon society, the investments of Palestinians in Sidon, as well as the economy of
Sidon itself. The narrative analysis in qualitative analysis is those that best identify the story being
told by the interviewees. Analysis of the conversation, in terms of who speaks and who answers,
is as important as the actual words spoken, and this structure can be classified in terms of key
linguistic systems (Atkinson & Heritage, 1984; Silverman, 2000a).
This study explored the perceptions of the Lebanese and the Palestinian refugees in Sidon,
Lebanon, in terms of what they felt would happen if the Palestinian refugees left Lebanon to
repatriate to Palestine. The main goal was to identify the effects on the economy of the city of
Sidon, with regard to the general economy, investment by Palestinians, and the difficulties of
cessation of partnerships between the Palestinians and Lebanese. Another issue explored was to
discover Sidon residents’ opinion of the status of Palestinians economically in Sidon, whether or
not they have the impression that Palestinians are a burden to the economy of Sidon, or whether
they think they contribute positively to the economy.
Impact on Economy
88% of the interviewees mentioned how much the economy of Sidon will be affected negatively
if the Palestinian refugees will return back or move from Sidon. 8% of the interviewees (one
Palestinian and the other Lebanese) believed that the economy will only be affected so, not so
much like a disaster but in a way that could be covered by a new strategy if the Lebanese
government would be helpful in spending funds in the investments field in Sidon. 4% of the
interviewees showed that the economy of Sidon will take a breath and will be affected positively.
One of the participants defined the economics of Sidon from the point of view of the banking and
finance industry, the field that he is working in as a bank employee inside a bank in Sidon:
My city Sidon as the capital of South Lebanon will be affected negatively. Here in Sidon more than 60% from my point of view – of Palestinian Refugees buy there items from Sidon. From Buying home items,
food, water, clothes and even hospitality. It will really affect Sidon in a negative way. Palestinian Refugees
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are really good investors in the economy here in Sidon. For the bank accounts it will effect half of our
accounts maybe for our branch as I see half of them are Palestinians. The highest demand in Sidon, from
the people inside the camp so they are spending a lot of money to buy their goods and services from Sidon
(Bank Employee, Lebanese, 25, M).

One of the participants defined the economics of Sidon from the point of view the economy of
Sidon will take a breath and will be affected positively:
It will be a great opportunity for the Lebanese people to buy an apartment because the demand will
decrease and the price of the houses will decrease, the street will not cost the municipality too much to
renew it because it will not be usable by a huge number of Palestinians every day, electricity will be
available in Sidon 24 hours because they give electricity for the Palestinian houses and they are 50% of the
population in the city, Sidon economic will be perfect if they leave (Hair Cut Salon, Lebanese, 34, M).

Impact on Investment and Business Partnerships
72% of the interviewees mention that the return back of the Palestinians or if Palestinians are going
to move from Sidon, the investment in the city will decrease by 50%. 16% of the interviewees
related the issue of the investment with the human rights, so the Palestinian thoughts about their
roots are more important than thoughts about any investment. 8% of the interviewees mention that
the effect will be in some field related to the investment for example construction will be affected
directly.4% of the interviewees related that the partnership will be open for foreigners more than
the Palestinians and that investment will grow.
Some of the participants working in the field of the investment for lands and houses said:
I’m half Palestinian but forget about that because I can say, because of my mom, I grow up with Palestine,
but I will tell the reality in my field as an economic sector in Sidon. I feel it will face financial issues for
many reasons. The most important one is that 90% of the Palestinians send money as capital funds from the
Gulf, they invest by buying new houses and that's millions of dollars since 1948 until now and year by year
they are increasing even if they are outside of the country they still buy houses in Lebanon and mostly
Sidon to come for vacation in summer and to see their relatives. They send their money to the banks in
Lebanon and mostly to Sidon branches. This helps the banks to make investments at the same time. I'm
talking about more than 100,000. it is not an easy number or a joke, the Sidon economic without the
Palestinians is ZERO. Sidon will search for foreigner laborers and this is will affect it in negative way. The
foreigners send their money to their homeland but the Palestinian refugees use their money inside the City
(Land and Properties Agent, Lebanese, 63, M).

One of the participants sees the Palestinians as important investors:
The investments in Sidon will gradually decline, because a part of this investments and especially real
estate investments are owned by Palestinians , also some other small investments in food and trade (Artist,
Palestinian Refugee 1948, 25, F).

Impact on Palestinian Properties
24% of the interviewees related the responsibilities of the properties for the Palestinian refugees
as a Government Issue. 20% of the interviewees feel about the property that there is nothing to
lose because the property can return back in the Palestine when they return to their homeland. 12%
of the interviewees related the properties with the spark of the war in the Lebanon. 8% of the
interviewees related the properties with the “Deal of the Century”. 8% see that it is not fair because
even if the Lebanese government will give money it will not be equal to the value of the properties
7
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so the refugees will lose in the both cases. 8% of the interviewees focused on the return of the
refugees to their homelands, which will reduce property ownership in Sidon, as well as a reduction
in the rental market; the city will be like a ghost city because Palestinians have made it crowded
and contribute so much economically. 8% of the interviewees believe it is the responsibility of the
UN to find a solution. 4% of the interviewees see that property it is not a difficult issues, dangerous
thing to think about it because their wives are Lebanese and they put all their properties under the
name of their wife. 4% of the interviewees see that the property is nothing because before thinking
about the property they have to think about their dignity. 4% of the interviewees see that the point
of the properties from the side of demand and supply, if the Palestinian refugees return back or
move from Sidon then the demand on the properties (buying and renting) will decrease so this will
open the opportunities for the Lebanese to buy in less prices by the decrease of the demand.
Some interviewees strongly believed it is the problem of the Lebanese Government to fix the
property issue:
I have a property in Lebanon. If we leave the government will take it or we can sell it before. It doesn’t
matter because the possibility of returning back will not make me think about my property, maybe later on
(Industrial Engineer, Palestinian Refugee 1948, 25, F).

Some of the interviewees mention the property issue cautiously, not wanting to think about how
way it would be for the Palestinian property issue to be the spark of a new civil war in the Lebanon
again:
Nothing will happen unless the Lebanon will be in risk of a war again like what happened in 1970’s and
1980’s! Nobody allows anyone to use his/her property. It will be registered under their name because the
Palestinians have political power inside the Lebanon (Palestinian official, Palestinian Refugee 1967, 60,
M).

Some of the interviewees mentioned the “Deal of the Century”:
It doesn't matter that the Arabic countries compensates money and mostly the Gulf Cooperation Council
and League of Arab States because it is a part of the Israel strategy to end the file of the Refugees in
Lebanon. The Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are the primary or the most important reason for the
agreement and Lebanese Dialogue Committee trying to give the Localization for the Palestinians to close
the Public debt (Entrepreneur, Palestinian Refugee 1948, 29, M).

Some of the interviewees thought that maybe Sidon would be like a ghost city if the Palestinians
leave:
The exit of the Palestinians will affect the ownership of course in a negative way and it will generate many
problems, such as Sidon investment, and it will be a little bit close to being a ghost city from the side of
human resources and labors (President of the Sidon Municipality, 79, M)

Some of the interviewees discussed the involvement of the United Nations in terms of property
ownership:
All that a Palestinian bought is owned by him and could not be taken from him. Palestinians worked so
hard for years to buy a house and others things. In my opinion, associations and NGOs that help the
Palestinians are like analgesic medication. It is a type of weapon exploited by state policies to keep this
refugee under surveillance, and of course all this is under the help of NGOs and other helpers. The most
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powerful one of the international organizations is the United Nations (Petrol Station and Lebanese Kitchen,
Lebanese, 54, F)

Some of the interviewees were not interested in the possibility of "losing" property, as it did not
directly affect them. These participants had Lebanese wives, and had registered any property
owned in the name of their wife:
I’m not sure about the properties but at the same time most of the Palestinians who got properties in
Lebanon, they registered their properties at the notary offices to make sure they will not lose their
properties one day because they are not allow to register it under their names. By the way some of them got
married to Lebanese women and registered their properties under their name (Contractor, Palestinian
refugee 1948, 48, M)

Impact on Palestinian Shops Around the Two Camps in Sidon
One half of the interviewees thought the shops around the camp will be affected negatively. The
other half of the interviewees thought about the effect of the shops around the camp will be affected
half-half (50% negative and 50% positive).
One interviewee was very negative about the possible situation, and thought the shops will close
if the Palestinian refugees are repatriated: “They are going to shut down their businesses, and open
in another place in Sidon, whatever, they will know our value when we leave, one day (Restaurant
Entrepreneur, Palestinian refugee 1948, 45, M)
On the other hand, some of the interviewees perceptions, is different. The people who are running
a business near the Palestinian camps or around it they will be affected 50%.
It depends to the products and services they are going to sell it. If it is based on the consumers inside the
camp it will close its doors after they leave or move, but if it is like distributer so it won't close (Director of
the Palestinian NGO, Beirut, Palestinian Refugee 1948, 70, M)

Palestinians Burden or Contributed Towards the Economy in Sidon
No respondent accepted the word “burden” when referring to the economic aspects of the
Palestinian refugees in Sidon. All respondents believed that the Palestinians in Sidon contribute
100% towards the economy such as:
The Palestinian is productive in this city. During the war in Lebanon there were two kinds of migration: the
Lebanese citizens who fled to different cities in Lebanon or outside the country. And there is also the
Palestinian who fled outside the country. Back then the rate of the Palestinian population decreased by 30%
in Sidon which affected the city of course. Bottom line, the Palestinians are an integral part in Sidon and
personally I support their resettlement in Lebanon (President of the Sidon Municipality, 79, M).
Personally, I consider the Palestinian in Sidon to be an integral part. The person, who was born, learned,
lived and worked in Lebanon is a citizen and not a refugee. If there is a decent law of nationality then the
Palestinians would’ve taken the Lebanese nationality and worked for this country more than the original
citizens. The Palestinian presence is not a burden but its existence is part of the history of Sidon (Lawyer,
Human Rights Activist, Lebanese, 41, F).
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Impact on Sidon Without Palestinians Camps
76% of the participants were very optimistic about missing the refugees and the existence of them
in Sidon. On the other hand, 24% of the participants were very pessimistic and related their answers
to the united Levant again because they don’t believe in borders.
They will not miss us at all:
They will not miss us because they hate us but they are a lot of families that are mixed, the mother is
Lebanese and the father is Palestinian so they will leave with us and the families will miss their relatives
(Industrial Engineer, Palestinian Refugee 1948, 25, F).

The camp is not useful, let them move not leave:
If the Palestinians leave the camp, this is a positive step. And if they leave old Sidon, this is not a negative
step either. Old Sidon is very overcrowded and populated so this will be better since it has 15,000
Palestinian inhabitants. We do not want them to leave Sidon, but we do prefer if they live outside the camp
and old Sidon. In Sidon the Palestinians are 25000 whereas in the camp they are 90,000 inhabitants. The
camp is not useful to the municipality but has environmental, security problems (President of the Sidon
Municipality, 79, M).

This approach also facilitated a greater understanding of the nature and the impact of people in
Sidon about the demands among refugees. Specifically, it shed on light into the ways of economy,
investment, partnership and the shops inside the camps. The findings of the present study highlight
the importance of examining the importance of the refugees in Sidon because 35.8% of the
population is the Palestinian refugees.
Conclusions
In the case of Sidon and the two Palestinian refugees camps, especially the biggest camp in the
Lebanon named Ein El Hilweh Camp, it is beneficial and profitable for the city of Sidon during
the daily life for increasing the demand and supply as well as the power of labor. This is the first
study of its kind in the city of Sidon. The purpose of this study to find out the views of the residents
of Sidon whether from Palestinian or Lebanese nationality, about the Sidon economy, if the
Palestinian refugees return back to their homeland. These results and recommendations should be
considered for awareness about the importance of the Palestinian presence in the Lebanon and
mostly in the city of Sidon.
The respondents to the study confirmed existing knowledge about how much the Palestinian
refugees are adaptive, hardworking, yet at the same time they are denied entry to many occupations
in Lebanon. These findings, in combination with the results of the qualitative study, gave enough
information for recommending a strategy that will lead the Lebanese authority and the Palestinian
authority to have a look again on the rights of the Palestinian refugees. This must be taken seriously
to put a strategy for both Palestinian refugees to give them their human rights and remove the walls
around the camps in Sidon, to make the camps a part of the cities without the checkpoints. The
Sidon authority has to think one more time about finding the employment situation if repatriation
happens, and a way to protect the economy of Sidon.

https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/m3publishing/vol5/iss2021/79
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Future Research
The findings of the present study underline the importance of Palestinian refugees in Sidon and
the existence of the two camps in it. Future research should focus more on investigating the effect
and importance of the existence of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon away from the political
situations, just to find out if they are burden on Lebanon or not, because in this present study it
showed that the Palestinian refugees are 100% not burden on the city of Sidon.
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